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Is There a Crack in Western
Support for Genocide?
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emergency campaign by human rights groups in
August 2024 to force Canada to scrap a new
contract for that same factory to supply Israel with
50,000 high-explosive mortar shells.

The U.K. is just as compromised. The new Labour
government elected in July 2024 quickly restored
funding to UNRWA, as Canada has. In September,
it suspended 30 out of 350 arms export licenses to
Israel, mostly for parts used in warplanes,
helicopters, drones and targeting. But, like Canada,
the U.K. still supplies many other parts that end up
in Israeli F-35s bombing Gaza. Declassified UK
published a report on the F-35 program that
revealed how it compromises the sovereignty of
partner countries. While the U.K. produces 15% of
the parts that go into every F-35, the U.S. military
takes immediate ownership of the British-made
parts, stores them on British air force bases, and
then orders the U.K. to ship them to Texas for use
in new planes or to Israel and other countries as
spare parts for planes already in use. Shipping
these planes and parts to Israel is in clear violation
of U.S., U.K. and other countries” arms export laws.
British campaigners argue that if the U.K. is serious
about halting genocide, it must stop all shipments
of F-35 parts sent to Israel—directly or indirectly.
With huge marches in London drawing hundreds of
thousands of people, and protests on June 17th at
three factories that make F-35 parts, activists will
keep applying more pressure until they result in the
“concrete actions” the British government has
promised.

Denmark is facing a similar conflict. Amnesty
International, Oxfam, Action Aid and Al-Haq are in
court suing the Danish government and largest
weapons company, Terma, to stop them sending
Israel critical bomb release mechanisms and other
F-35 parts. These disputes over Canadian artillery
propellant, Danish bomb-release mechanisms and
the multinational nature of the F-35 program
highlight how any country that provides even small
but critical parts or materials for deadly weapons
systems must ensure they are not used to commit
war crimes.

So, all steps to cut off Israel’s weapons supplies can
help to save Palestinian lives, and the full arms
embargo that the UN General Assembly voted for

in September 2024 can be instrumental in ending
the genocide if more countries will join it. As Sam
Perlo-Freeman of Campaign Against the Arms
Trade said of the U.K.s legal obligation to stop
shipping F-35 parts, “These spare parts are
essential to keep Israel’s F-35s flying, and therefore
stopping them will reduce the number of bombings
and killings of civilians Israel can commit. It is ac
simple as that.”

Germany was responsible for 30% of Israel’s arms
imports between 2019 and 2023, largely through
two large warship deals. Four German-built Saar €
corvettes, Israel’s largest warships, are already
bombarding Gaza, while ThyssenKrupp is building
three new submarines for Israel in Kiel.

But no country has provided a greater share of the
tools of genocide in Gaza than the United States,
including nearly all the warplanes, helicopters,
bombs and air-to-ground missiles that are
destroying Gaza and killing Palestinians. The U.S.
government has a legal responsibility to stor
sending all these weapons, which Israel uses mainly
to commit industrial-scale war crimes, up to and
including genocide, against the people of Palestine,
as well as to attack its other neighbors. Trump’s
military and political support for Israel’s genocide
stands in stark contradiction to the image he
promotes of himself as a peacemaker—and which
his most loyal followers believe in.

Has Netanyahu finally overplayed his hand? Not
really! His campaign of ethnic cleansing, territorial
expansion in pursuit of a biblical “Greater Israel,”
the deliberate starvation of Gaza, and his efforts to
entangle the U.S, in a war with Iran have pushed
Israel’s longtime allies to the edge, yet plagued by
Israel’s “Holocaust Card” to oblige.

So, for now, however, the Western governments
remain deeply complicit in Israel’s atrocities and
violations of international law. The rhetoric is
shifting—but history will judge this moment not by
what governments say, but by what they do.
About the Authors: Medea Benjamin and Nicolas J.
S. Davies are co-authors of the boof, “War ir
Ukraine: Making Sense of a Senseless Conflict.”
Link:
https://www.counterpunch.org/2025/06/06/is-
there-a-crack-in-western-support-for-genocide/




Is There a Crack in Western Support for Genocide?

By: Medea Benjamin - Nicolas J. S. Davies

After twenty months of horror in Gaza, political
rhetoric in Western countries is finally starting to
shift—but will words translate into action? And
what exactly can other countries do when the
United States still shields Israel from efforts to
enforce international law, as it did at the UN Security
Council on June 5th? On May 30th, Tom Fletcher,
the UN Under-Secretary-General for Humanitarian
Affairs, accused Israel of committing a war crime by
using starvation as a weapon against the people of
Gaza. In a searing interview with the BBC, Fletcher
explained how Israel’s policy of forced starvation fits
into its larger strategy of ethnic cleansing. “We're
seeing food set on the borders and not being
allowed in, when there is a population on the other
side of the barder that is starving,” Fletcher said.
“And we're hearing Israeli ministers say that is to put
pressure on the population of Gaza.” He was
referring to statements like the one from Finance
Minister Bezalel Smotrich, who openly admitted
that the starvation policy is meant to leave
Palestinians “totally despairing, understanding that
there’s no hope and nothing to look for,” so that
they will submit to ethnic cleansing from Gaza and a
“new life in other places.” Fletcher called on
Netanyahu to stop this campaign of forced
displacement, and insisted, “we would expect
governments all over the world to stand for
international humanitarian law. The international
community is very, very clear on that.”

Palestinians might wish that were true. If the so-
called international community were really “very,
very clear on that,” the United States and Israel
would not be able to wage a campaign of genocide
for more than 600 days while the world looks on in
horror. Some Western governments have finally
started using stronger language to condemn
Israel’s actions. But the question is: Will they act?
Or is this just more political theater to appease
public outrage while the machinery of destruction
grinds on? This moment should force a reckoning:
How is it possible that the U.S. and lIsrael can
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perpetrate such crimes with impunity? What would
it take for U.S. allies to ignore pressure from
Washington and enforce international law?

If impoverished, war-ravaged Yemen can single-
handedly deny Israel access to the Suez Canal and
the Red Sea, and drive the Israeli port of Eilat into
bankruptcy, more powerful countries can surely
isolate |Israel diplomatically and economically,
protect the Palestinians and end the genocide. But
they haven’t even tried. Some are now making
tentative moves. On May 19th, the U.K., France,
and Canada jointly condemned Israel’s actions as
“intolerable,” “unacceptable,” “abhorrent,”
“wholly disproportionate” and “egregious.” The
U.K. suspended trade talks with Israel, and they
promised “further concrete actions,” including
targeted sanctions, if Israel does not end its
offensive in Gaza and lift its restrictions on
humanitarian aid. The three countries publicly
committed to the Arab Plan for the reconstruction
of Gaza, and to building an international consensus
for it at the UN’s High-Level Two-State Solution
Conference in New York on June 17th-20th, which
is to be co-chaired by France and Saudi Arabia.
They also committed to recognizing Palestinian
statehood. Of the UN’s 193 member states, 147
already recognize Palestine as a sovereign nation,
including ten more since lsrael launched its
genocide in Gaza. President Macron, under
pressure from the leftist La France Insoumise party,
says France may officially recognize Palestine at the
UN conference in June.

Canada’s new prime minister, Mark Carney,
claimed during his election campaign that Canada
already had an arms embargo against Israel, but
was swiftly challenged on that. Canada has
suspended a small number of export licenses, but
it’s still supplying parts for Israel’s 39 F-35s, and for
36 more that Israel has ordered from Lockheed
Martin. A General Dynamics factory in Quebec is
the sole supplier of artillery propellant for deadly
155 mm artillery shells used in Gaza, and it took an
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